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Present: T. Benton, S. Evans, W. Fletcher, K. Hill, C. Kushner, J. Martin, D. Prickett, 
K. Sutton. J. Tedesco 
 
Link to the agenda 
 
Graduation Rate Update 9/2013 Presentation—C. Moore, B. McMillan   
 
Link to the presentation 
Link to Four-Year Graduation Cohort Materials (from Advocates for Children’s Services) 
 
Since recent statistics showed Wake’s rate below NC’s, closer examination is warranted.  
Two cohorts: 4 year and 5 year, per DPI 

• Each cohort is ~ 10,000 
• 5th year graduation is typically ~2% 
• Individual subgroups are trending fairly flat (note: except Native American 

because such a small group, it’s easily influenced) 
Last year 81% graduated on time: what happened to the other 19%? 

• ~6% will graduate 
• 8.7% dropped out 
• 3.3% unknown 
• .6% enrolled in Community College (GED counts as drop out) 

When do they leave? 
• 9th grade is highest risk (sometimes 2-3 years in 9th grade) 
• Community College is largely a 4th year event 

Who fails to graduate in 4 years?  Disproportionately: 
• Black 
• Male 
• Hispanic 
• ED (economically disadvantaged) 
• SWD (students with disabilities) 

Data on five-year graduation is similar, with highest 5th year graduation rate reflecting the 
“failing” populations.  Students who fall in multiple risk categories tend to manifest 
cumulative challenges. 
 

• Note on LEP (Limited English Proficiency): With our calculations, the LEP group 
is likely entirely different over the years.  How DPI calculates is an unknown.  
WCPSS will find numbers of kids ever LEP for more accurate evaluation. 

• Comparison of 2013 four-year graduation rate, 2009 grade 8 Reading, 2004 grade 
3 Reading, and current 2012 grade 3 Reading very similar along subpopulations. 

• School-by-school rates have ranged from 70% to the high 90%s. 
 
So What Does This Mean? - Marvin Connelly 

• New programs for dropout prevention 
• Workshop is online and available for principals. 

http://www.wcpss.net/about-us/our-leadership/board-of-education/work-session-materials/09-17-2013--work-session/ws-agenda-9-17-13.pdf�
http://www.greatschoolsinwake.org/september-2013-wcpss-graduation-rate-presentation/�
http://www.greatschoolsinwake.org/advocates-for-childrens-services-four-year-cohort-graduation-rate/�
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• Intervention strategies target patterns of individual students 
• Dropout Prevention is, by definition, reactive.  To be proactive, must back up 

efforts to pre-K. 
• Credits required to graduate in Wake is 26 (with few exceptions); in NC is 22. 

 
• Tom Benton emphasized that graduation rates mirror grade-level reading and 

math rates of incoming 9th graders.  His district has disproportionately levels of 
both, but there is no plan to invest more resources into schools with lower on-
level rates. 

 
• Jim Merrill recounted meeting with 16 principals, who praised work of graduation 

coaches--yet graduation boach budget was halved several years ago. 
 
 
Board Quarterly Forecast—J. Merrill, C. Moore 
 
Link to materials 
 

• Topic list is a work-in-progress for discussion. 
• It was received positively for increased efficiency for both Board meetings and 

committee meetings. 
 
 
Board Retreat Discussion—Keith Sutton 
 

• Retreat should happen within first 90 days of new superintendent’s tenure. 
• Focus on strategic plan, allowing for more community input in long term, as well 

as immediate goals such as graduation rates.  Second focus will be building good 
board/superintendent relationships.  Given imminent change in some board 
members, as well as information on funding the bond, it may make sense to delay 
this until after the October election. 

 
 

http://www.wcpss.net/about-us/our-leadership/board-of-education/work-session-materials/09-17-2013--work-session/back-up-material-board-quarterly-forecast.pdf�

