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February 19, 2013 Work Session Meeting Notes 
 
Present: Keith Sutton (Chair), Christine Kushner (Vice Chair), Tom Benton, Susan 
Evans, Kevin Hill, Jim Martin, Deborah Prickett, John Tedesco  
 
Link to the agenda 
 
Link to work session materials 
 

• Mr. Sutton stated that he plans to run for Council of Urban Boards of Education 
(CUBE) at the national school board meeting in San Diego in April. Wake County 
BOE members supported this effort. 

 
North Carolina School Boards Association 2013-2014 Legislative Agenda 
 
Link to the legislative agenda 

• Kevin Hill pointed to page 5, bullet 3, and noted that he heard Thom Tillis speak 
at length about the importance of the General Assembly respecting local control. 

• Superintendent Gainey said that he liked the recommendations on teacher tenure, 
and the fact that teachers would be grandfathered in if they already have tenure. 

• Jim Martin is concerned that such an effort would set up a dual track for teachers.   
He also noted that NCSBA supports the premise of performance pay and said that 
he does not. 

• Stephen Gainey asked how performance pay is to be funded.  
• Deborah Prickett said that she supports the effort to give schools performance 

grades. 
• Deputy Superintendent Cathy Moore said that DPI plans to add additional 

information such as EOG scores, common exam results, graduation rates, etc. to 
give more comprehensive information for schools. 

• John Tedesco pointed to page 4 of the legislative agenda and said that he does not 
support taxing authority for the BOE.    

• Christine Kushner commented that having checks and balances between the BOE 
and BOC has been positive. 

• Keith Sutton said that although board members might not agree with each section 
of this NCSBA agenda, it did encourage the state and General Assembly to work 
together. 

 
North Carolina School Boards Association's Position on School Property Ownership 
 

• Mr. Tedesco thinks that the BOE may yet be able to negotiate with the Board of 
Commissioners. He feels that it would be better not to pass a resolution, hire a 
lobbyist, etc. 

• Mr. Sutton said that the BOC “threw down the gauntlet” when they put out their 
legislative agenda. 
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• He also said that he had reached out to Joe Bryan last week to see if they could 
talk before “duke-ing it out.”  He was still waiting for a reply; Mr. Sutton said, 
“We are willing to lay down our arms.” 

• Ms. Prickett shared her disappointment with the last meeting.  She did not like 
Mr. Sutton’s “power grab” comment and would have liked time to discuss the 
fund balance with the BOC. 

• Dr. Martin said that he would love to rescind the vote to hire a lobbyist.   
• Ms. Evans said that three days after the last joint meeting that the BOE “whipped 

their legislative agenda our of their pocket.”   She emphasized that the two boards 
must work together.  

•  
CIS (Communities in Schools) Wake Graduation Coaches 
 

• Marvin Connelly introduced Suzanne Gordon and Travis Mitchell who both help 
direct Communities in Schools.  They would like to work to follow eastern Wake 
students from elementary to middle to high schools.   They have a goal of placing 
a graduation coach in every high school in the county. 

 
• Dana King, principal of Millbrook, gave a moving example of a high-risk student 

who was able to graduate and attend college because of this valuable program.  
Prior to 2008, CIS had funding of $500K.   Their funding stands at $240K at this 
time. 


