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Lois Nixon 
 

Superintendent Tata, I heard your speech last week to the State Board of 
Education, and hope you will make the same one to the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners when you present the WCPSS budget.  I liked your opening 
statement that we will “invest in our people”—teachers and students.  I also liked 
the bookended closing statement, “We intend to make teaching and learning our 
fiscal priority.” 
 
Our Board of Commissioners also needs to be reminded of a couple of other 
things…Depending on the source, Wake County is the wealthiest or second 
wealthiest county in North Carolina.  That means we have the ability to fund 
education as the top priority it deserves.  But, we are in the bottom 12% in the 
state in funding education.  101 local school districts provide more per pupil 
funding than the wealthiest county in the state!  That’s embarrassing!! 
 
And that is in a state that is in the bottom 18% in per pupil funding—and we are 
headed for the very bottom, if you believe the talk by our state legislative leaders!  
12-18 % is an F in a teacher’s grade book.  We would not tolerate a 12% level of 
student performance, and we should not tolerate a 12% level of funding.  
Thankfully, we have outstanding teachers who help our students outperform the 
funding levels. 
 
The Board of Commissioners also needs to be reminded that, regardless of the 
weather outside, it’s a “rainy day” in budget terms.  The prospect of losing 500 
teachers by not using those rainy day funds means eliminating almost 1 teacher 
at every grade level in every Wake County school. 
 
Imagine the first day of school in August, and a class of 25 excited, wiggly 2nd 
graders waiting for their teacher….who never shows up, because she was fired!  
And they are just part of 12,000 students who would be in the same predicament. 
 
Of course, our principals would never allow that to happen…Those 12,000 
students would be crowded into other classrooms, or enrichment and remedial 
classes would be eliminated, along with their teachers.  And think of the 
catastrophe for those teachers, their families, and the teachers left behind.   
 
These options are not good for the career and life prospects of those 2nd graders.  
They can’t come back and “do over” 2nd grade when a new Board of 
Commissioners decides to provide adequate funding.  A few will be doomed to 
get their share of funding when we throw money over the wall into prisons.  
That’s dramatic, but true! 
 
I urge you, Superintendent Tata, and Board members to demand adequate 
funding form the Wake County Board of Commissioners this year.   
 
Our students can’t wait. 


